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Opening Sentences 
 

Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
Loving God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: accept 
our prayers and grant the power of your grace, that the weak may be 
strengthened, sickness turned to health, the dying made whole, and sorrow turned 
into joy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, who gave your servant James Weldon Johnson a heart and voice to 
praise your Name in verse: As he gave us powerful words to glorify you, may we 
also speak with joy and boldness to banish hatred from your creation; in the 
Name of Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson               James 2:14-18 

 

A Reading from the letter of James. 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 
have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith 
by itself, if it has no works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I 
have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will 
show you my faith. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God. 
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The Response                                                                       Psalm 72:12-17 

 

12  For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * and the 
oppressed who has no helper. 

13  He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * he shall preserve the lives of 
the needy. 

14  He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * and dear shall 
their blood be in his sight. 

15  Long may he live! and may there be given to him gold from Arabia; * 
may prayer be made for him always, and may they bless him all the day 
long. 

16  May there be abundance of grain on the earth, growing thick even on the 
hilltops; * may its fruit flourish like Lebanon, and its grain like grass upon 
the earth. 

17  May his Name remain for ever and be established as long as the sun 
endures; * may all the nations bless themselves in him and call him 
blessed. 

 

The Gospel                                                     Matthew 7:7-12 
 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone 
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is 
there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or 
if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good things to those who ask him! 
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“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the 
law and the prophets.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 
Reflection 
 

Litany for Healing 
  
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health, 
with their families, and all who care for them.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit, 
and all who care for them.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of our world, 
and all the places where people are experiencing despair and loss.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement, and we 
pray for all who have died.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered. We 
hold in your healing presence those whose needs are known to you alone.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
May your wisdom, God, guide nurses, doctors, first responders and those who 
work in every part of Health Services across the world. May your presence 
strengthen all who work for the benefit and well- being of all.  
May they be strengthened for the tasks set before them. 
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God of compassion and love, we offer you all our uncertainty and suffering, give us 
strength to bear our weakness, healing even when there is no cure, Peace in the 
midst of turmoil, and love to uphold and strengthen us.  
 
Glory to God who brings healing and light into all places. May the peace of Christ 
bear us into new life this day and evermore. Amen.  
 
(Prayers adapted from the Iona Abbey Worship Book by The Bethany House of 
Prayer) 
 

Confession of Need 
Let us confess our need for God’s healing grace. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess our weaknesses and our need for your 
strengthening touch. 
We confess that some illnesses stem from our own fault, 
while others are beyond our control. 
We turn to you, source of life, 
and ask in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ 
for the gifts of true healing and life in you. Amen. 
 
May the God of love visit you in your times of trial and weakness, and raise you to 
newness of life, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Closing Prayer 
 

Generous God, we give you thanks for your beloved Jesus Christ, in whom you 
have shared the beauty and pain of human life. Look with compassion upon all 
for whom we pray, and strengthen us to be your instruments of healing in the 
world, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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The Blessing   
 

May the One who creates and restores everything that is, the One who is Mary’s 
child and child of God, the One who is the Holy Spirit, May this Holy One bring you 
compassion and peace, and bless your lives with joy. Amen. 

 
Born the son of a German preacher in upstate New York, Walter Rauschenbuschs childhood 
was steeped in traditional Protestant doctrine and biblical literalism. While attending 
Rochester Theological Seminary, he came to believe that Jesus died to substitute love for 
selfishness as the basis of human society. For Rauschenbusch, the Kingdom of God was not a 
matter of getting individuals to heaven, but of transforming life on earth into the harmony of 
heaven. 
In works such as Theology for the Social Gospel (1917), Rauschenbusch enumerated the social 
sins which Jesus bore on the cross, including the combination of greed and political power, 
militarism, and class contempt. In 1892, he and some friends formed the Brotherhood of the 
Kingdom, a group whose mission was to open the eyes of the church to the reality of the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 
Like Rauschenbusch, Washington Gladdens ministry was dedicated to the realization of the 
Kingdom of God in this world. Gladden was the acting religious editor of the New York 
Independent, in which he exposed corruption in the New York political system. Gladden was 
the first American clergyman to approve of and support labor unions. In his capacity as Vice 
President of the American Missionary Association, he traveled to Atlanta where he met 
W.E.B. Dubois and he became an early opponent of segregation. 
Though not a pastor like Rauschenbusch and Gladden, Jacob Riiss muckraker journalism did 
much to awaken the nation to the plight of the urban poor. Born in Denmark in 
1849, Riis arrived in New York City in 1870 as multitudes of immigrants flooded the city 
seeking work following the devastation of the Civil War. Riis found a job as a police reporter 
for the New York Tribune, and his work took him to the poorest, most crime-ridden parts of 
the city. Teaching himself photography, he combined word and image to display the 
devastating effects of poverty and crime on so many in New York. His work led future 
President Theodore Roosevelt, then City Police Commissioner, to close down the police-run 
poor houses in which Riis had struggled during his first months in New York. 
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Trinity Staff 
The Rev’d Sarah van Gulden – pic@trinityhaverhill.org 

Office: 978-372-4244     Cell: 508-367-4750 
Dr. Janet King, Director of Music -   musicdirector@trinityhaverhill.org  

Dr. David King, Organist- organist@trinityhaverhill.org  
Michelle Moulton, Parish Administrator - admin@trinityhaverhill.org 

 
Tom Walker - Sexton 

 
Parish Ministry Leaders 

Rev. Cathy Estey, Senior Warden – seniorwarden@trinityhaverhill.org 
Jeff Moulton, Junior Warden – captjeff0972@gmail.com  

Tom High, Treasurer – TDH1234@aol.com  
Michelle Moulton, Communications/Webmaster – michellelyn96@gmail.com 

Jeff Moulton, Christian Education Minister – captjeff0972@gmail.com  
Bette Jacobs, RN, Parish Nurse – hummingbird04@gmail.com  

Rev. Cathy Estey, Prayer Minister - ceestey@yahoo.com 
Betty Malbon, Altar Guild Director – bettym1076@gmail.com  

Church Office (978) 372-4244 – admin@trinityhaverhill.org 
 
 
 

Office Hours  
Tuesday- Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  
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