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Opening Sentences 
 

Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
Loving God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: accept 
our prayers and grant the power of your grace, that the weak may be 
strengthened, sickness turned to health, the dying made whole, and sorrow turned 
into joy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, who gave your servant James Weldon Johnson a heart and voice to 
praise your Name in verse: As he gave us powerful words to glorify you, may we 
also speak with joy and boldness to banish hatred from your creation; in the 
Name of Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson               Ephesians 6:10-18 

 

A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor 
of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our 
struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, 
and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt 
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of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As 
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 
gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will 
be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep 
alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God. 

 
The Response                                                                               Psalm 124 

 

1  God is our refuge and strength, * a very present help in trouble. 

2  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * and though 
the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 

3  Though its waters rage and foam, * and though the mountains tremble at 
its tumult. 

4  The LORD of hosts is with us; * the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

5  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * the holy 
habitation of the Most High. 

6  God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; * God shall help 
her at the break of day. 

7  The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 

8  The LORD of hosts is with us; * the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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The Gospel                                                            Luke 1:57-75 
 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his 
mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your 
relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out 
what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
“His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came 
over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the 
entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, 
“What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with 
him. 

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 
prophecy: 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. 

He has raised up a mighty saviour for us 
in the house of his servant David, 

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all 
who hate us. 

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
and has remembered his holy covenant, 

the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
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to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 
Reflection 
 

Litany for Healing 
  
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer pain and ill-health, 
with their families, and all who care for them.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who suffer in mind and spirit, 
and all who care for them.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering people of our world, 
and all the places where people are experiencing despair and loss.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those facing bereavement, and we 
pray for all who have died.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we give you thanks for health restored and prayers answered. We 
hold in your healing presence those whose needs are known to you alone.  
May they know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
May your wisdom, God, guide nurses, doctors, first responders and those who 
work in every part of Health Services across the world. May your presence 
strengthen all who work for the benefit and well- being of all.  
May they be strengthened for the tasks set before them. 
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God of compassion and love, we offer you all our uncertainty and suffering, give us 
strength to bear our weakness, healing even when there is no cure, Peace in the 
midst of turmoil, and love to uphold and strengthen us.  
 
Glory to God who brings healing and light into all places. May the peace of Christ 
bear us into new life this day and evermore. Amen.  
 
(Prayers adapted from the Iona Abbey Worship Book by The Bethany House of 
Prayer) 
 

Confession of Need 
Let us confess our need for God’s healing grace. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess our weaknesses and our need for your 
strengthening touch. 
We confess that some illnesses stem from our own fault, 
while others are beyond our control. 
We turn to you, source of life, 
and ask in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ 
for the gifts of true healing and life in you. Amen. 
 
May the God of love visit you in your times of trial and weakness, and raise you to 
newness of life, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Closing Prayer 
 

Generous God, we give you thanks for your beloved Jesus Christ, in whom you 
have shared the beauty and pain of human life. Look with compassion upon all 
for whom we pray, and strengthen us to be your instruments of healing in the 
world, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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The Blessing   
 

May the One who creates and restores everything that is, the One who is Mary’s 
child and child of God, the One who is the Holy Spirit, May this Holy One bring you 
compassion and peace, and bless your lives with joy. Amen. 

 
James Weldon Johnson was born in 1871 in Jacksonville, Florida. His parents 
stimulated his academic interests and he was encouraged to study literature and 
music. Johnson enrolled at Atlanta University with the expressed intention that 
the education he received there would be used to further the interests of the 
black people. He never reneged on that commitment. In the summer after his 
freshman year, Johnson taught the children of former slaves. Of that experience 
he wrote, In all of my experience there has been no period so brief that has 
meant so much in my education for life as the three months I spent in the 
backwoods of Georgia. After graduation, he became the principal of the largest 
high school in Jacksonville, during which time he was paid half of what his white 
counterparts were paid even though the school excelled under his leadership. 
In 1900, he collaborated with his brother, Rosamond, a composer, to create Lift 
Evry Voice and Sing. Written in celebration of President Lincolns birthday, the 
song, still popular today, has become known as the African American National 
Anthem. Due to the success of their collaboration, Johnson moved to New York in 
1901 to join his brother and together they attained success as lyricist and 
composer for Broadway. 
In 1906, Johnson was invited to work for the diplomatic corps and became U.S. 
Consul to Venezuela and later Nicaragua. During his Nicaraguan 
tenure, Johnson was a voice of reason and reconciliation in a time of civil unrest 
and turmoil. His ability to bring together people of differing viewpoints toward a 
common vision served Johnson well in the 1920s when he became an organizer 
for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 
Johnson was a prolific poet and anthologist. He edited The Book of American 
Negro Poetry (1922), a major contribution to the history of African-American 
literature. His book of poetry Gods Trombones (1927), seven biblical stories 
rendered into verse, was influenced by his impressions of the rural South. 
James Weldon Johnson died in 1938. 

 



Page 8 of 8 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Staff 
The Rev’d Sarah van Gulden – pic@trinityhaverhill.org 

Office: 978-372-4244     Cell: 508-367-4750 
Dr. Janet King, Director of Music -   musicdirector@trinityhaverhill.org  

Dr. David King, Organist- organist@trinityhaverhill.org  
Michelle Moulton, Parish Administrator - admin@trinityhaverhill.org 

 
Tom Walker - Sexton 

 
Parish Ministry Leaders 

Rev. Cathy Estey, Senior Warden – seniorwarden@trinityhaverhill.org 
Jeff Moulton, Junior Warden – captjeff0972@gmail.com  

Tom High, Treasurer – TDH1234@aol.com  
Michelle Moulton, Communications/Webmaster – michellelyn96@gmail.com 

Jeff Moulton, Christian Education Minister – captjeff0972@gmail.com  
Bette Jacobs, RN, Parish Nurse – hummingbird04@gmail.com  

Rev. Cathy Estey, Prayer Minister - ceestey@yahoo.com 
Betty Malbon, Altar Guild Director – bettym1076@gmail.com  

Church Office (978) 372-4244 – admin@trinityhaverhill.org 
 
 
 

Office Hours  
Tuesday- Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  
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